alone can cure him. Filled with compassion for his sad case,
they go to the vezir and tell him how matters stand; he
answers that, though he has refused his daughter to many
kings, he will give her to this beautiful youth on condition
that he will abandon his religion and worship their idols.1
When this condition is reported to the young man he exclaims
'A thousand religions be sacrificed for the beloved! A lover
hath no religion other than his loved one. To that lover
who distinguished between Faith and infidelity cometh no
epiphany of the beloved's face!'2 The vezir is delighted
when he receives this answer, ,and makes all preparations
for the wedding. But the lover's servants are vexed at their
master's renunciation of his faith, and bitterly reproach him
therewith, asking what has become of his early upbringing
and of the counsels of the holy sheykh. But he heeds them
not, and, when the wedding-morning arrives, filled with love
of the vezir's daughter he arrays himself in his most splendid
apparel.3

And so the young merchant and the vezir's daughter are
married and live together in all happiness, and in the course
of two years two sons are born to them. Now there is in
Constantinople a great church, which is called St. Sophia, and
in this church there is held every seven years a special
service which all the people of the city attend. Thither
accordingly, when the time comes round, go the merchant
and his wife. Now when the merchant had abandoned Islam
he had placed his Koran in this church, and it so happens
that when they go thither to attend this service the lady
catches sight of the volume and asks her husband what it
is. He tells her that it is the revelation to Muhammed and

1  The reference is to the sacred pictures etc. of the Eastern Christians.

2  Declarations similar to these abound in the writings of the Sufi poets.

3  There  is here a gap in my MS., the page or pages describing the apo-
stacy of the young merchant and the consummation of the mariiage being lost.